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scale. If, as we are assured, their relative eligibility largely
depends on their rank m that scale, and will be misjudged
by the hedonist test without it, we may fairly ask, What is
the attribute, for the comparative and superlative of which
we are to be on the watch ? It is meie parrot-talk to repeat
that it is 'pleasure:' you have already told us that that
alone will not do: that there might be the more or less
pleasurable, without its settling the more or less eligible;
and we now want to know the supplementary determinant^
whose degrees traverse and correct the other scale. If
knowledge-seeking is 'higher* than gastronomy, and vm-
dictiveness 'lower' than compassion, these compaiative
adjectives are here figuratively used, and not literally of the
vertical line, as if one of the springs of action were to be
looked for overhead, and the other underground. Remove
the figure then, and name the real continuum to the
extremities of which this language represents the relative
approach.

Now there are but two other scales of degrees, as it seems
to me, of which it is possible to think as tendered in answer
to this demand: viz. that of the /caXov, supplied by our sense
of beauty; and of the dya66v, in the limited sense of Beov
or dtjcacoi', supplied by our sense of right. And one of these
must certainly be present to anyone's thought who feels the
nobleness or loveliness or sanctity of this or that type of
conduct and chaiacter, and is led by his enthusiasm to set
his face towards it Is it, then, the ^Esthetic scale which
Mill silently introduces and finds sufficient to direct and
control the simply hedonistic? Its influence is no doubt
there, and is traceable enough in his fervent appreciation of
intellectual and benevolent life; but it could not be there,
were it not sustained and put forward by its parent and
essential support, the scale of Right behind it; for when the
sense of beauty spreads from the sensible world to that of
character, it goes only where flie Good has gone before it,
and suffuses with its light the patience, the heroism, the
incorruptible justice, which already attest by their existence